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rttchejaune 

State  recreation  area,  miles  city,  mont. 


the  area 


rochejaune  is  a French  word  meaning  yellow  rock 

or  Yellowstone.  Named  as  early  as  1795,  this  mighty  river 
has  given  its  name  to  counties,  Indian  wars,  a national 
park  and  now  to  Montana's  newest  recreation  area.  Located 
a quarter  -mile  downstream  from  the  Highway  22  Bridge  on  the 
south  bank  of  the  Yellowstone  River  in  Miles  City,  one  -acre 
Roche  Jaune  Recreation  Area  is  used  for  floating,  swimming, 
fishing,  water  skiing  and  agate  hunting. 


This  area  provides  the  only  public  boat  access  to  the  Yellow- 
stone for  residents  of  the  Miles  City  area.  Roche  Jaune,  the 
Fallon  Bridge  Fishing  Access  site  (57  miles  downstream) , and 
Far  West  Recreation  Area  (about  53  miles  upstream,  near  Rose- 
bud) provide  the  only  public  access  to  the  Yellowstone  for  the 
32,500  residents  of  Custer  County. 


use  aud^ 


A 1975  survey  of  Yellowstone  River  users  from  the  Miles  City 
area  indicates  that  84%  desire  more  public  access  points  along 
the  river. 

The  availability  of  access  at  regular  intervals  and  convenient 
locations  is  crucial  to  river  users,  be  they  fisherman  or 
floaters.  Most  people  do  not  want  to  travel  too  many  miles  to 
reach  a public  access  site,  and  many  do  not  want  to  enter  the 
river  and  have  to  travel  a great  distance  before  reaching 
another  site  where  they  can  take  their  boats  out. 

In  keeping  with  users'  needs,  Roche  Jaune  was  purchased  from  a 
private  landowner  in  1977  as  part  of  the  department's  on-going 
efforts  to  acquire  more  access  sites  along  the  lower  Yellowstone 
It  was  the  first  access  site  to  be  acquired  using  coal  tax 
monies — a significant  departure  from  the  department's  usual 
practice  of  acquiring  land  with  revenues  from  fishing  and  hunt- 
ing license  sales. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Montana  State  Library 


https://archive.org/details/rochejaunestater1979mont 


A concrete  boat  ramp  into  the  Yellowstone  is  the  site's  only 
facility;  it  was  constructed  by  the  individual  from  whom  the 
land  was  purchased.  Because  the  entire  site  is  covered  with 
gravel,  there  is  no  identifiable  roadway  and  no  area  designated 
for  parking;  people  drive  all  over  the  site  and  park  where 
space  is  available. 

Sixty-five  percent  of  users  interviewed  in  the  above-mentioned 
Yellowstone  River  Study  expressed  a desire  for  further  develop- 
ment of  public  access  sites.  The  Department  of  Fish  and  Game 
believes  improvements  are  particularly  needed  at  Roche  Jaune 
because  of  its  location  within  the  city  limits  and  next  to  a 
residential  area.  Not  only  does  Roche  Jaune  receive  a great 
deal  of  use,  but  its  use  and  appearance  affect  neighboring 
homeowners . 

The  department  is  in  the  process  of  planting  trees  to  form  a 
visual  and  sound  barrier  between  the  site  and  the  adjacent  re- 
sidential area,  but  additional  improvements  are  needed. 


1.  A cul-de-sac  and  parking  area  needs  to  be  contructed. 

2.  Rock  barriers  need  to  be  placed  along  the  road  and  around 

the  parking  1^.  Barriers  would  help  confine  vehicle  use 

to  designated  areas  and,  in  so  doing,  other  parts  of  the 
site  could  be  revegetated  and  the  site's  overall  appear- 
ance improved. 

3.  A rail  fence  needs  to  be  constructed  around  the  site. 

The  presence  of  a fence  would  make  users  aware  of  the 

boundary  separating  public  and  private  property. 

4 . Directional  and  informational  signs  need  to  be  installed. 


If  the  above  improvements  are  made,  this  small  area  can  be 
used  in  a more  efficient  manner.  Indeed,  more  use  can  be 
accomodated  if  there  are  facilities  which  permit  driving  and 
parking  in  a more  organized  fashion. 

We  do  not  seek  additional  funding  to  improve  access  for  the 
purpose  of  soliciting  new  use  of  this  portion  of  the  Yellow- 
stone River.  Statistics  gathered  in  the  1975  Yellowstone 
Study  indicate  that  most  users  of  the  lower  Yellowstone  are 
Miles  City  area  residents:  87  percent  of  those  interviewed 
were  Montana  residents,  and  78  percent  were  not  on  a vacation. 
It  is  primarily  these  people  who  will  experience  the  bene- 
fits of  site  improvements. 

With  the  purchase  of  Roche  Jaune,  the  department  was  able  to 
provide  Yellowstone  River  users  another  badly-needed  access 
point.  The  improvements  necessary  for  proper  management  of 
Roche  Jaune  require  additional  funding. 

estimate 

1.  Roadwork: 

a.  Entry  road 

b.  Cul-de-sac 

c.  Parking 

2.  Barriers 

3.  Rail  Fence 

4.  Signs: 

a.  Directional 

b.  Approach 

c.  Miscellaneous  internal 


SUB-TOTAL 

Contingencies 

TOTAL 


$ 864.00 

1.040.00 

1.120.00 

6.750.00 

2.100.00 

540.00 

300.00 

650.00 


$13,364.00 

1,636.00 


$15,000.00 
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